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(3) Clock reproducing apparatus and data reproducing apparatus. 

@ A clock reproducing apparatus is adapted for < 
reproducing a data existing point clock signal s| 
by using a reproduction signal obtained from a 
magnetic disc (1) on which clock patterns for 
clock reproduction are recorded in servo ares 
discretely provided independent of data record- 
ing area, which comprises : a voltage controlled 
oscillator (17) operative to oscillate the data 
existing point clock signal ; a sampling circuit 
(11) for sampling the reproduction signal in 
synchronism with the data existing point clock 
signal ; a phase information generator (14) for 
weighting-adding plural sample values before 
and after a reference sample value correspond- 
ing to the peak of a reproduced isolated 
waveform of the dock pattern to thereby gener- 
ate phase information indicating a phase differ- 
ence between the data existing point clock 
signal and a reproduction signal of the clock 
pattern ; and a control voltage converter (15,16) 
for converting phase information generated by 
the phase information generator to a control 
voltage for controlling the voltage controlled 
oscillator (17). Moreover, the clock reproducing 
apparatus further comprises a phase synchroni- 
zation loop control circuit (18) adapted to gen- 
erate a phase comparison timing signal for 
allowing a sample value after a predetermined 
data existing point clock time from occurrence 
time of a signal which detects a unique pattern 
for recognizing an approximate existing time of 
the clock pattern. In addition, when there is 
employed a configuration to detect data in 
synchronism with the data existing point clock 
signal, a data recording apparatus is provided. 
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Background of the Invention 
Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a clock reproducing apparatus and a data reproducing apparatus in a maqnetic 
disc system such as a hard disc drive, etc. 

Description of the Prior Art 

An external dock type magnetic disc system is adapted to generate a clock signal synchronous with a data 
existing point which gives recording/reproduction timing of data on the basis of clock patterns discretely ar- 
ranged at equal intervals on concentrical or helical recording tracks. Namely, by a phase synchronization loop 
(so called PLL) adapted to control an oscillating phase of a voltage controlled oscillator (VCO) by phase error 
information obtained by detecting a peak existing time of a reproduced signal waveform of the above dock 
pattern by using a peak detector to sample and hold a saw-tooth wave at that time to carry out phase com- 
parison thereof, a dock signal synchronous with the data existing point is reproduced. 

In the conventional dock reproducing apparatus, since phase comparison is carried out on the basis of 
the clock pattern, a peak detector and a saw-tooth wave generator were used. These circuit elements are a 
complicated analog signal processing circuit, so it was difficult to allow the circuit to become compact and/or 
to be adjustment-free. As a matter of course, it was also difficult that such dock reproducing circuit block co- 
exist with other circuit blocks within one LSI adapted so that digital processing is implemented. 

Object and Summary of the Invention 

With the above-mentioned drawbacks in view, an object of this invention is to provide a dock reproducing 
apparatus and a data reproducing apparatus which permit the circuit to become compact and adjustment-free 
and to be digitally implemented with ease. 

To achieve the above-described object, in accordance with one aspect of this invention, there is provided 
a clock reproducing apparatus adapted for reproducing a data existing point dock signal by using a reproduc- 
tion signal obtained by a magnetic head from a magnetic disc on which clock patterns for reproduction of dock 
are recorded in servo areas discretely provided independent of data recording areas, which comprises: voltage 
controlled oscillating means controlled by a control voltage to thereby oscillate the data existing point dock 
signal; sampling means for sampling the reproduction signal in synchronism with the data existing point dock 
signal; phase information generating means for weighting-adding a plurality of sample values before and after 
a reference sample value corresponding to a peak of a reproduced isolated waveform of the clock pattern from 
the sampling means to thereby generate phase information indicating a phase difference between the data 
existing point clock signal and a reproduction signal of the dock pattern; and control voltage converting means 
for converting phase information generated by the phase information generating means to a control voltage 
for controlling the voltage controlled oscillating means, the voltage controlled oscillating means being opera- 
tive to output the data existing point clock signal corresponding to a control voltage obtained by the control 
voltage converting means. 

Further, the dock reproducing apparatus may be such that a unique pattern for recognizing an approximate 
existing time of the dock pattern is provided in the servo area of the magnetic disc, and that there is further 
provided phase synchronization loop control means adapted to generate a phase comparison timing signal for 
allowing a sample value after a predetermined data existing point dock time from an occurrence time of a 
unique pattern detection signal indicating that the unique pattern has been detected. 

The phase information generating means may weighting-add a plurality of sample values positioned sym- 
metrically in point of time relative to the reference sample value to generate phase information. 

The phase information generating means may switch the weighting coefficient in dependency upon wheth- 
er the phase synchronization loop is in the synchronization capture state or in the lock state to generate the 
phase information. 

The dock reproducing apparatus may be such that the phase synchronization loop control means detects 
whether or not the unique pattern detection signal is detected at equal dock intervals to thereby generate a 
state indication signal indicating whether or not the phase synchronization loop is in the lock state, and that 
the phase information generating means comprises a digital delay line with taps adapted to output a plurality 
of sample values for carrying out weighting, coefficient multiplying means corresponding to the number of the 
sample values, adding means for providing a sum total of respective outputs of the coefficient multiplying 
means, and coefficient supply means for delivering weighting coeff idents corresponding to the state of the 
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phase synchronization loop to the coefficient multiplying means in accordance with the state indication signal 
from the phase synchronization control means. 

The clock reproducing apparatus may be such that the weighting coefficient is represented by power of 
2 in digital form, and that the coefficient multiplying means carries out weighting by bit shift of the sample value 

5 in accordance with the coefficient represented by power of 2. 

The clock reproducing apparatus may be such that the magnetic disc includes concent rical or helical tracks 
where data recording areas and servo areas at least including a clock pattern and a unique pattern are formed 
one after another, and further includes an arcuated servo region traversing the tracks, and that the magnetic 
head is rotationally driven by a rotary actuator so as to scan the arcuated servo area traversing the tracks. 

10 In accordance with another aspect of this invention, there is provided a data reproducing apparatus adapt- 

ed to reproduce a data existing point clock signal by using a reproduction signal obtained by a magnetic head 
from a magnetic disc on which clock patterns for reproduction of clock and unique patterns for recognizing an 
approximate existing time of the clock pattern are recorded in servo areas discretely provided independent of 
data recording areas, thus to detect data in synchronism with the data existing point clock signal, which com- 

15 prises: voltage controlled oscillating means controlled by a control voltage to thereby oscillate the data existing 
point dock; sampling means for sampling the reproduction signal in synchronism with the data existing point 
clock signal; reproduction information processing means for weighting-adding a plurality of sample values be- 
fore and after a reference sample value corresponding to a peak of a reproduced isolated waveform of the clock 
pattern from the sampling means to thereby carry out, in a time-division manner, a phase information gener- 

20 ating processing for generating phase information indicating a phase difference between the data existing 
point clock signal and a reproduction signal of the dock pattern and an equalizing processing for equalizing a 
reproduced waveform of data; and control voltage converting means for converting phase information gener- 
ated by the reproduction information processing means to a control voltage for controlling the voltage controlled 
oscillating means, the voltage controlled oscillating means being operative to output the data existing point 

25 clock signal corresponding to a control voltage obtained by the control voltage converting means. 

In the data reprodudng apparatus, the reproduction information processing means may carry out switching 
between the phase information generating processing and the equalizing processing in accordance with a proc- 
essing timing signal indicating whether the reproduction signal from the magnetic disc is a reproduction signal 
with respect to the servo area where the dock pattern is recorded or a reproduction signal with respect to the 

30 data area where the data is recorded. 

The data reprodudng apparatus may further comprise phase synchronization loop control means for de- 
tecting whether or not a unique pattern detection signal indicating that the unique pattern has been detected 
is detected at equal dock intervals to thereby generate a state indication signal indicating whether or not the 
phase synchronization loop is in a lock state, wherein the reproduction information processing means com- 

35 prises a digital delay line with taps for outputting a plurality of sample values for carrying out weighting or equal- 
izing, coefficient multiplying means corresponding to the number of the sample values, adding means for pro- 
viding a sum total of respective outputs of the coeff ident multiplying means, and coefficient supply means for 
delivering, to the coeff ident multiplying means, weighting coefficients and equalizing coefficients correspond- 
ing to the state of the phase synchronization loop in accordance with the state indication signal from the phase 

40 synchronization loop control means and the processing timing signal. 

In the data reprodudng apparatus, the equalizing coefficient may be a coefficient for carrying out equal- 
ization so as to satisfy the Nyquist first criterion. 

In accordance with the dock reprodudng apparatus thus constructed, in reproducing a data existing point 
clock signal by using a reproduction signal obtained by a magnetic head from a magnetic disc on which dock 

45 patterns for re production of dock are recorded in servo areas discretely provided independent of data recording 
areas, the reproduction signal is sampled, by using sampling means, in synchronism with the data existing point 
clock signal outputted from the voltage controlled osd Hating means to weighting-add, by using phase infor- 
mation generating means, a plurality of sample values before and after a reference sample value corresponding 
to the peak of a reproduced isolated waveform of the dock pattern from the sampling means to thereby gen- 

so erate phase information indicating a phase difference between the data existing point dock signal and a re- 
production signal of the dock pattern to convert, by using control voltage converting means, phase information 
generated by the phase information generating means to a control voltage for controlling the voltage controlled 
oscillating means, whereby the vdtage controlled osdllating means outputs the data existing point dock signal 
corresponding to the control voltage obtained by the control voltage converting means. 

55 In the case where unique pattern for recognizing an approximate existing time of the dock pattern is pro- 

vided in servo area of the magnetic disc, phase synchronization loop control means generates a phase com- 
parison timing signal for allowing a sample value after a predetermined data existing point dock time from the 
occurrence time of a unique pattern detection signal indicating that the unique pattern has been detected. 

3 
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The phase information generating means weighting-adds a plurality of sample values positioned symmet- 
rically in point of time relative to the reference sample value to generate phase information. 

In generating therphase information, the weighting coefficients are switched by the phase information gen- 
erating means in dependency upon whether the phase synchronization loop is in the synchronization capture 
5 state or in the lock state. 

Whether or not the unique pattern detection signal is detected at equal clock intervals is detected by the 
phase synchronization loop control means to thereby generate a state indication signal indicating whether or 
not the phase synchronization loop is in lock state. A sum total of respective outputs of coefficients multiplying 
means corresponding to the number of a plurality of sample values for carrying out weighting outputted from 
10 the digital delay line with taps is taken by adding means to deliver, to the coefficient multiplying means, by 
using the coefficient multiplying means, weighting coefficients corresponding to the phase synchronization 
loop in accordance with the state indication signal from the phase synchronization loop control means. 

In the case where the weighting coefficient is represented by a digital value of power of 2, the coefficient 
multiplying means carries out weighting by bit shift of the sample value in accordance with the coefficient of 
15 power of 2. 

In addition, in the case where the magnetic disc includes concent rical or helical tracks where data recording 
areas and servo areas including clock patterns and unique patterns are formed one after another, and further 
includes arcuated servo region traversing the tracks, the magnetic head is rotationally driven by the rotary 
actuator so as to scan the arcuated servo area traversing the tracks. 

20 Further, in accordance with the data reproducing apparatus constructed as above, in reproducing a data 

existing point clock signal by using a reproduction signal obtained by magnetic head from magnetic disc on 
which clock patterns for reproduction of clock and unique patterns for recognizing an approximate existing time 
of the clock pattern are recorded in servo areas discretely provided in dependent of data recording areas thus 
to detect data in. synchronism with the data existing point clock signal, the reproduction signal is sampled, by 

25 using sampling means, in synchronism with the data existing point clock signal outputted from the voltage con- 
trolled oscillating means to weighting-add, by using reproduction information processing means, a plurality of 
sample values corresponding to the peak of a reproduced isolated waveform of the dock pattern from the sam- 
pling means to thereby carry out, in a time-divisional manner, phase information generating processing for gen- 
erating phase information indicating phase difference between the data existing point clock signal and repro- 

30 duction signal of the clock pattern signal and an equalizing processing for equalizing a reproduced waveform 
of data to convert, by using the control voltage converting means, phase information generated by the repro- 
duction information processing means to a control voltage for controlling the voltage controlled oscillating 
means, whereby the voltage controlled oscillating means outputs the data existing point clock signal corre- 
sponding to the control voltage obtained by the control voltage converting means. 

35 By the reproduction information processing means, switching between the phase information generating 

processing and the equalizing processing is carried out in accordance with processing timing signal indicating 
whether the reproduction signal from the magnetic disc is reproduction signal with respect to the servo area 
where the clock pattern is recorded or reproduction signal with respect to the data area where the data is re- 
corded. 

40 Whether or not unique pattern detection signal indicating that the unique pattern has been detected is de- 

tected at equal clock intervals is detected by the phase synchronization control means to thereby generate 
state indication signal indicating whether or not the phase synchronization loop is in the lock state. In the re- 
production information processing means, a sum total of respective outputs of coefficient multiplying means 
corresponding to the number of a plurality of sample values for carrying out weighting or equalizing outputted 

45 from the digital delay line with taps is taken by the adding means to deliver, to the coefficient multiplying means, 
by using coefficient supply means, weighting coefficients and equalizing coefficients corresponding to the 
state of the phase synchronization loop in accordance with the state indication signal from the phase synchron- 
ization loop control means and the processing timing signal. 

In addition, the equalizing coefficient is given as a coefficient for carrying out equalization so as to satisfy 

so the Nyquist first criterion. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a view showing a clock pattern on a magnetic disc used in an external clock type magnetic disc 
55 system. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a clock reproducing apparatus according to this in- 
vention. 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing, in a block form, the configuration of a digital loop filter in the above-mentioned 

4 
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clock reproducing apparatus. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a phase comparator in the above-mentioned dock 

reproducing apparatus. 

Fig. 5 is a view showing the operation principle of the above-mentioned phase comparator. 
5 Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing another example of the configuration of the phase comparator in the 

above-mentioned clock reproducing apparatus. 

Fig. 7 is a characteristic diagram showing a phase comparison characteristic of the phase comparator of 
Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 is a characteristic diagram showing a phase comparison characteristic of a phase comparator using 
10 four samples. 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a unique pattern detector in the above-mentioned 
dock reprodudng apparatus. 

Fig. 10 is a timing diagram showing an example of the operation of the above-mentioned unique pattern 

detector. 

15 Fig. 11 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a PLL controller in the above-mentioned dock re- 

produdng apparatus. 

Fig. 12 is a timing diagram showing the operation of a phase synchronization loop in the above-mentioned 
clock reproducing apparatus. 

Fig. 13 is a transition diagram showing the operation state of the phase synchronization loop. 
20 Fig. 14 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a dock reproducing apparatus commonly using a 

single FIR digital filter for digital equalizer and phase comparator in a time-division manner. 
Fig. 15 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a FIR equalizer/phase comparator. 
Fig. 16 is a timing chart of processing in the above-mentioned dock reproducing apparatus of Fig. 14. 
Fig. 17 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a dock reproducing apparatus using an analog 
25 filter. 

Fig. 18 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the above-mentioned phase comparator caused t 
to be of an analog circuit structure. 

Fig. 19 is a view showing the operation principle of phase comparison using a reproduced waveform from 
a plurality of pattern edges. 

30 Fig. 20 is a view showing a dock pattern on a magnetic disc in the case where the magnetic head is rotated 

by rotary actuator. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

35 A preferred embodiment of a dock reproducing apparatus according to this invention will now be described 

with reference to the attached drawings. 

The dock reprodudng apparatus according to this invention carries out reproduction of dock with respect 
to an external dock type magnetic disc 1 as shown in Fig. 1, for example. 

On this magnetic disc 1, dock patterns 2 and unique patterns 3 in a radial form used for reproduction of 
40 dock are formed at equal intervals pn recording tracks. In this figure, reference numeral 4 denotes portions 
of data recording tracks. The number of these dock patterns is approximately several tens to several thousands 
at one circumference of disc. These dock patterns are formed by partially removing magnetic layer of the mag- 
netic disc 1 by using the technique such as etching, etc., and are adapted to be d.c. magnetized in one direction 
by a magnetic head, etc. When these dock patterns are reproduced by the magnetic head, isolated waveforms 
45 are reproduced at the forward edge and the backward edge of each pattern. 

The unique pattern 3 is a bundle of several magnetization patterns formed by the same technique as that 
applied to the dock pattern 2. Reproduced waveforms therefrom have the feature that existence can be easily 
detected also by the asynchronous detection in which no dock is particularly referenced. The purpose of this 
unique pattern is to recognize an approximate existing time of the dock pattern 2. This is necessary particu- 
so larly at the process of establishment of initial synchronization, such as, for example, at the power-on time, etc. 

A dock reproducing apparatus according to this invention is constructed as shown in Fig. 2, for example. 
In this embodiment, this invention is applied to the reprodudng system of the external dock type magnetic 
disc 1 shown in Fig. 1. The entirety of the system shown in Fig 2 indudes a dock reprodudng system for re- 
produdng a dock from a reproduction signal, and a data detecting drcuit utilizing the reproduced dock. 
55 A reproduction signal reproduced by a magnetic head 10 from tracks of the external dock type magnetic 

disc 1 is converted to a digital signal sample S k (k is integer) by an A/D converter 11. The digital signal sample 
S k thus obtained is channel-equalized by a digital equalizer 12. From the channel equalized signal, data is de- 
tected by a data detector 13. This reproducing circuit system operates in synchronism with a data existing point 
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clock CLOCK that the clock reproducing system, I.e., the clock reproducing apparatus according to this inven- 
tion outputs. 

The clock reproducing apparatus according to this invention reproduces data existing point clock CLOCK 
by phase synchronization loop (so called PLL). The outline of the configuration of this phase synchronization 
loop will be first described. 

A digital signal sample S k which has undergone A/D conversion by the A/D converter 11 is inputted to a 
phase comparator 14. This phase comparator 14 implements linear combination operation processing to the 
digital signal sample S k by digital operation to generate a phase comparison output signal P k which is phase 
information. 

This phase comparison output signal P k is processed at a digital loop filter 15. The signal thus processed 
is then converted to an analog signal by a D/A converter 16 to generate a control voltage of a voltage controlled 
oscillator (VCO) 17. The digital loop filter 15 is a complete integrating type lag/lead filter composed of adders 
21, 22, a unit delay element 23, and constant multipliers 24, 25 as shown in Fig. 3, for example, and serves 
to adjust the time region response characteristic and the frequency region response characteristic of the phase 
synchronization loop. The voltage controlled oscillator 17 oscillates a data existing point clock CLOCK to de- 
liver this data existing point dock CLOCK to A/D converter 11. digital equalizer 12 and data detector 13, etc. 
of the data detecting circuit system, and to deliver it to a PLL controller 18. The PLL controller 18 operates in 
synchronism with the data existing point clock CLOCK to deliver a phase comparison timing signal SAMPLE 
to the phase comparator 14. This phase comparison timing signal SAMPLE is generated by the PLL controller 
18 after a clock time determined in advance from a pulse position of a detected unique pattern. 

Further, the phase comparator 14 is composed, as shown in Fig. 4, for example, two registers 31, 32 op- 
erative by data existing point clock CLOCK, multipliers 33, 34 for multiplication of respective weighting coef- 
ficients C 1f C 9 , an adder 35, and a register 36 operative by a phase comparison timing pulse SAMPLE. 

In this phase comparator 14, when it is assumed that the time that the data existing point clock CLOCK 
generated by the phase synchronization loop indicates is t=kT(k is integer) and an input is a digital signal sam- 
ple S^ (its value is hereinafter assumed to be a sample vaiue 8**,) which is a sample value of a reproduction 
signal which has undergone A/D conversion, an input signal sample respectively takes sample values S k , S k 
^ after having undergone delaying by registers 31, 32. At this phase comparator 14, sample value S k+1 is mul- 
tiplied by constant C t by multiplier 33, and sample value S t , is multiplied by constant C 0 by multiplier 34. By 
calculating a sum total thereof by using adder 35, a phase comparison output signal P k expressed below is 
provided: 

P k = Co*S k . j + C^Sfc*! 

The principle of the operation of the phase comparator 14 is shown in Fig. 5. Since a reproduced isolated 
waveform from one edge of clock pattern 2 is substantially symmetrical, when coefficient values are assumed 
35 to be respectively C<,=1 and C,«M . in the case where the peak of the isolated waveform accidentally exists at 
time t=kT, sample value S k . , at time t*(k-1)T and sample value S k+1 at time t=(k+1)T are substantially equal 
to each other, so a calculated value at this phase comparator 14 becomes equal to zero. However, in the case 
where clock is shifted with respect to the peak position, Le., in the case where there is any phase difference, 
the above-mentioned calculated value does not equal to zero. Eventually, a phase comparison characteristic 
40 as indicated by curve 1 of Fig. 7 is provided. This phase comparison characteristic has a substantially linear 
operation region at the central portion, and an input phase difference in that range is therefore correctly con- 
verted to a phase comparison output P k . This linear operation region is substantially represented by [-T, +T] 
as a time difference, and is substantially represented by [-360°, +360°] as a phase difference. A phase com- 
parison range in a stable follow-up state (so called lock range) is sufficiently broad. Although this calculation 
is carried out at all times at discrete times, clock pattern which can be referenced for reproduction of clock in 
actual is only clock pattern 2. For this reason, register is controlled so that timing signal SAMPLE is delivered 
from PLL controller 1 8 and only a calculated result corresponding to the edge of the clock pattern 2 is caused 
to be phase information. 

Fig. 6 is a view showing another example of the configuration of the phase comparator 14. The phase com- 
parator 14 shown in Fig. 6 calculates a phase difference by using a FIR digital filter 44 composed of a digital 
delay line 41 with taps, coefficient elements 42, and adders 43 for providing a sum total to output phase infor- 
mation through a register 46 operative by phase comparison timing signal SAMPLE from PLL controller 18. 

This phase comparator 14 is of a structure such that coefficients in all the taps are collectively dealt as 
coefficient vector, and are switched at a time by a switch 45 by an instruction from the external of the phase 
comparator 14. The purpose of employment of such configuration is to change the phase comparison charac- 
teristic in dependency upon the operating state of the phase synchronization loop. 

An example of the phase comparison characteristic with respect to three kinds of coefficient vectors is 
shown in Fig. 7. The curve 1 indicates the case where the coefficient vector is expressed as follows: 
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C-stable = [C Q , C l , C 2 , C 3 . C 4 , C 5 . C s , C 7 , C 8 ] 

= [ O, O, O, 1, O p -1, 0, 0, O] 

5 

The phase comparator 14 calculates a phase difference P k expressed as follows: 

P* = S k . ! - Sfc ♦ i 

This means that the same calculation as that of the example of the configuration of Fig. 4 is carried out. 

10 In this case, the gradient of the linear operation region of the phase comparison characteristic is sharp (great), 
so the conversion gain of phase comparison is great Namely, this means that according as the gradient be- 
comes more sharp, time change can be converted to voltage with a higher sensitivity. However, as previously 
described, the linear operation range is approximately [-T, +T] , and is somewhat narrow in the case where the 
operation of the phase synchronization loop is in transient state such as synchronization capture state, etc. 

is On the contrary, when setting of coefficient vectors is made as follows: 

[Co. C lf C* Q,, C 4 , C 5 . Ce, Cr. CJ = [1. 0. 0. 0. 0, 0, 0. 0, -1] 
the phase comparator 14 calculates phase information P k expressed below: 

Pk = S k . 4 - S k «. 4 
Thus, phase comparison characteristic is as indicated by the curve 4 of Fig. 7. 

20 In this case, the operation region is widened substantially to [-4T, +4T]. Thus, a relatively large phase dif- 

ference in the synchronization capture state can be also detected. However, gradient of the curve, i.e., phase 
comparison gain at the both ends of the operation region and that at the central portion are greatly different 
from each other. Accordingly, in the case where the phase synchronization loop is in the stable follow-up (lock) 
state and phase comparison is carried out by using the central portion of the curve, there is the problem that 

25 the loop gain of the phase synchronization loop becomes smaller, resulting in the deteriorated phase follow- 
up characteristic. 

When the configuration of Fig. 6 is employed in this way, control of the phase comparison characteristic 
can be made by coefficient vectors. Thus, by switching coefficient vectors in accordance with transition of the 
operating state of the phase synchronization loop, it is possible to present optimum phase comparison char- 

30 acteristics in the synchronization capture state and in the stable follow-up (lock) state. 

Further, in the case where the phase synchronization loop is in the synchronization capture state, com- 
patibility between a broad operation region and uniformity of conversion gain of phase comparison in that re- 
gion is required. To realize this, linear superposition of the curve 2 and the curve 4 of Fig. 7 may be used. Here, 
the curve 2 shows the case where P k = S k _ 2 - S k+2 is calculated, and indicates a phase comparison characteristic 

35 having the property intermediate between the curves 1 and 4. Assuming now that coefficient vectors are ex- 
pressed below: 

C-capture = [C 0 , C x . C 2 . C 3l C 4 , C 5 , C 6 , C ? , C 8 ] 
40 = [1, 0, 0.125, 0, 0, 0. -0.125, 0, -l] 

the phase comparator 14 calculates phase information described below: 

P k = S k _ 4 + 0.125S k . 2 - 0.125 Sfc + 2 - 
45 The phase comparison characteristic in this case is shown in Fig. 8. In a broad operation region [-3T, +3T], a 
substantially linear characteristic is provided. It is seen that compatibility between two performances can be 
made. Further, since respective elements values of the coefficient vectors are represented by power of 2, re- 
spective coefficient elements 42 of the FIR digital filter 44 shown in Fig. 6 can realize weighting by carrying 
out bit shift of sample values which are digital values of binary number. As a result, there is no necessity of 
50 using multiplier. Thus, hardware can be simplified. 

The operation of the phase synchronization loop in the clock reproducing apparatus according to this in- 
vention using phase comparator 14 as described above will now be described. 

Initially, unique pattern detector 19 for assisting establishment of synchronization for the clock pattern 2 
will be described. This unique pattern detector 19 serves to detect unique pattern 3 by asynchronous detection 
55 using no clock in the state where synchronization is not yet established, and is constructed as shown in Fig. 
9, for example. 

The unique pattern detector 19 shown in Fig. 9 comprises comparators 51 and 52 supplied with a signal 
sample S k sampled at a rate of 2 samples per each bit of unique pattern 3 by the above-described A/D converter 
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11. 

The comparator 51 makes a comparison between a predetermined threshold level +A< h and a digital signal 
sample S k . As a result, when S k > +A*. trinary data +1 is detected by the comparator 51 , so D PK =1 is outputted. 
In the case opposite to the above, D PK =0 is outputted. 

Similarly, the comparator 52 makes a comparison between a threshold level -A^ and the digital signal sam- 
ple S k . As a result, when S k < -A^, trinary data -1 is detected by the comparator 52, so D rok =1 is outputted. In 
the case opposite to the above, D mK =0 is outputted. 

For the purpose of converting trinary data to binary data, it is sufficient to disregard sign of trinary data. 
By performing logical sum of D pk and D mk by using OR gate 53, binary data D k is provided. Since such binary 
data Dk are provided two by two per each bit of unique patterns 3 formed on the medium as shown in Fig. 1 0, 
they are distributed to a shift register 56 for even series and a register 57 for odd series alternately through 
registers 54, 55. With respect to results obtained after having undergone respective series D^, D ek , compar- 
isons with true unique pattern (e.g., 110110) are respectively made by coincidence detectors 58 f 59. When 
coincidence is detected, unique pattern detection pulse UP-DET is outputted through OR gate 60. 

It is to be noted that the unique pattern detector 19 may be of a structure to calculate Hamming distance 
between respective series and the unique pattern in place of detection of coincidence, whereby when that Ham- 
ming distance is less than a predetermined distance, judgment is made such thatthe unique pattern is detected. 
In this way, the unique patten detector 19 may be constituted by a digital circuit. 

Further, PLL controller 18 for controlling the operation of the entirety of the phase synchronization loop is 
constructed as shown in Fig. 11 . 

In Fig. 11, converter 71 is a synchronous binary incremental counter operative in accordance with a re- 
produced data existing point clock CLOCK of the phase synchronization loop, and serves to carry out counting 
of data existing point clock with the number obtained by dividing appearance interval of the clock pattern 2 by 
data existing point clock period being as modulus. For example, when it is assumed that the period of the data 
existing point clock CLOCK is 100 nS and the clock pattern appearance period is 6400 nS, this counter 71 is 
a binary counter which can carry out counting from 0 to 63. 

A count output of the counter 71 indicates the time between two clock patterns, and is delivered to a timing 
decoder 72 as digital data of 6 bits. 

This timing decoder 72 is a combinational logic circuit of 6 bit parallel input/2 bit parallel output As shown 
in Fig. 12, the timing decoder 72 generates a phase comparison timing signal SAMPLE and a window signal 
UP-WINDOW at a specific time between two clock patterns. These signals SAMPLE, UP-WINDOW are both 
generated after clock times determined in advance from a pulse position of a detected unique pattern. For 
example, in the case of this embodiment, signal SAMPLE is generated after 2 dock periods, and signal UP- 
WINDOW is generated after 62 clock period. 

Further, lock detector 73 is a circuit for judging whether or not the phase synchronization pattern is correctly 
synchronized with a clock pattern reproduced waveform. In this judgment, e.g., it is utilized that unique pattern 
detection pulse UP-DET is detected at an interval of equal number of clocks in the synchronous state. Namely, 
an approach is employed to logically judge whether or not unique pattern detection pulse UP-DET exists within 
window signal UP-WINDOW generated by the timing decoder 72 every time that unique pattern detection pulse 
UP-DET is newly inputted, thus to judge that synchronization is continued if that signal exists therewithin. On 
the other hand, in the case where a new unique pattern detection pulse UP-DET does not exist within UP- 
WINDOW successively several times, the lock detector 73 judges that the pulse synchronization loop is in step 
out state, thus to output a lock detection signal LOCK of LOCK = 0. 

Further, counter control circuit 74 is a logic circuit adapted to input unique pattern detection pulse UP-DET, 
lock detection signal from the lock detector 73 and a signal POWER-ON indicating ON of power, and to output 
counter reset signal RESET and PLL state indication signal CAPTURE. The counter reset signal RESET is out- 
putted in the case where lock detection signal LOCK is LOCK = 0 and unique pattern detection pulse UP-DET 
is given. On the other hand, counter reset signal RESET is not outputted for some time once that signal is out- 
putted. As a result, the counter 71 continues operation to attempt to establish synchronization. 

In this embodiment as the state transition diagram of the phase synchronization loop is shown in Fig. 13, 
immediately after power supply is turned ON, etc., the phase synchronization loop first shifts to the synchron- 
ization capture state to attempt to establish synchronization by making reference to unique pattern detection 
pulse UP-DET. Since the unique pattern detection pulse UP-DET indicates a rough appearance time of the 
clock pattern 2 to be phase-compared, if counter 71 is computsorily reset at this time to start counting for a 
second time, there is high possibility that a phase comparison timing signal SAMPLE outputted from the timing 
decoder 72 may fail within the phase comparison range. Thus, establishment of synchronization is facilitated. 

Until the lock detector 73 judges establishment of synchronization to output lock detection signal LOCK, 
the phase synchronization loop remains in the synchronization capture state. In this state, it is desirable that 
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the phase comparison mechanism has a broad linear operation region. Thus, by CAPTURE signal that PLL 
controller 18 outputs, coeff icient vector delivered to the above-described phase comparator 14 is set to coef- 
ficient vector C- capture for synchronization capture. 

After the lock detector 73 judges that synchronization has been established, the state of the phase syn- 

5 chronization loop shifts to the stable follow-up (lock) state in Fig,. 13. Since it is sufficient in this state that the 
linear operation region of the phase comparator 14 is narrow, coefficient vector of this circuit is switched to 
vector C-stabie for stable state. Also in the stable follow-up (lock) state, the lock detector 73 is continuing judg- 
ment of synchronization at all times. If step-out is detected, the phase synchronization loop shifts to the syn- 
chronization capture state for a second time to attempt to establish synchronization while making reference 

10 to the unique pattern 2. 

In the above-described embodiment, as shown in Fig. 2, digital equalizer 12 of the data detecting circuit 
system and phase comparator 14 of the clock reproducing circuit system are separately provided. As apparent 
from Fig. 6, phase comparator 14 is of the same structure as that of FIR digital filter. When digital equalizer 
12 is assumed to be a FIR digital filter, because clock pattern 2 required for the phase comparator 14 and data 

15 recording track 4 required for digital equalizer 12 do not overlap with each other, there may be employed, as 
shown in Fig. 14, a configuration in which one FIR digital filter is shared in time-divisional manner to execute 
the both functions. 

Namely, the embodiment shown in Fig. 14 is adapted for executing the functions of digital equalizer 12 
and phase comparator 14 in the above-described embodiment shown in Fig. 2 by allowing a single FIR digital 
20 filter to be shared in time-divisional manner, and includes a FIR equalizer/phase comparator 1 01 supplied with 
a signal sample S k digitized by the above-described A/D converter 1 1 . It is to be noted that, in the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 14, the same reference numerals are respectively attached to the same components as those 
of the embodiment shown in Fig. 2, and their detailed explanation is omitted. 

As shown in Fig. 15, the FIR equalizer/phase comparator 101 is comprised of a single FIR digital filter, 
25 and serves to carry out waveform equalizing processing and phase comparing processing in a time-divisional 
manner by time-division control signal DATA-GATE delivered from the above-described controller 18. 
Further, the timing chart showing processing of reproduction of clock in Fig. 14 is shown in Fig. 16. 
The time-division control signal DATA-GATE is generated by timing decoder 72 of the PLL controller 18. 
In the case where signal sample S k which has undergone A/D conversion is a reproduction signal in the data 
30 recording area, DATA-GATE = 1 . On the other hand, in the case where signal sample S k is a reproduction signal 
in the servo area, DATA-GATE = 0. 

In the case where time-division control signal DATA-GATE delivered from the PLL controller 18 is DATA- 
GATE = 1, the FIR equalizer/phase comparator 101 is supplied with coefficient vector C-equalize as an equal- 
izer to implement waveform equalizing processing to signal sample S k with respect to a reproduction signal in 
35 the data recording area. For example, in the channel using partial response class 4, the equalizing coefficient 
vector C-equalize is determined by applying the least square to a step response waveform of the magnetic 
recording/reproducing channel with equal time interval non-interference waveform being as a target For ex- 
ample, in this embodiment, the equalizing coefficient vector C-equalize is [-0.043, 0.104, -0.670, 1.000. 1 .000, 
-0.670, 0.104, -0.043]. The data detector 13 carries out data detection of signal sample S k with respect to a 
40 reproduction signal in the data recording area to which waveform equalizing processing is implemented by the 
FIR equalizer/phase comparator 101. 

On the other hand, in the case where time-division control signal DATA-GATE delivered from the PLL con- 
troller 18 is DATA-GATE=0, the FIR equalizer/phase comparator 101 is supplied with a coefficient vector as a 
phase comparator to carry out phase comparing processing of signal sample S k with respect to a reproduction 
45 signal in the clock pattern area. Phase information obtained by the FIR equalizer/phase comparator 1 01 when 
the time-division control signal DATA-GATE is DATA-GATE=0 is delivered to digital loop filter 15 through reg- 
ister 102 operative by phase comparison timing signal SAMPLE from the PLL controller 18. 

While, in the above-described embodiment, the loop filter of the phase synchronization loop is constituted 
with digital filter 15, there may be employed, as shown in Fig. 17, for example, a configuration to convert phase 
so information digitally outputted f rom the phase comparator 14 to an analog signal by using D/A converter 111 
to control voltage controlled oscillator 17 through analog loop filter 112. 

Further, while, in the above-described embodiment linear combination of a plurality of sample values re- 
quired for phase comparison is carried out by sampling by A/D converter 11 and digital operation, there may 
be employed, as shown in Fig. 18, a configuration to calculate linear combinations by analog delay circuit 121 
55 and operational amplifier 122 at all times to sample and hold its output by sample-hold circuit 1 23 operative 
by phase comparison timing signal SAMPLE from the PLL controller 18 to thereby obtain phase information. 

Further, while, in the above-described embodiment phase comparator 14 is constructed so as to carry 
out sampling of an isolated reproduced waveform from one edge of the clock pattern 2 thus to obtain phase 



9 



EP 0 618 574 A2 



information, there may be employed, as shown in Fig. 19. a phase comparator 14 of such a structure to carry 
out sampling and linear combination of reproduced waveforms from two edges before and after the clock pat- 
tern 2 to obtain phase information P=S k . ,-8w-(S*rW Thus, phase comparison errors resulting from me- 
dium noise or head noise, etc. are averaged, so jitter of the phase comparison output is advantageously re- 
duced. In addition, by carrying out phase comparison of a plurality of isolated reproduced waveforms from a 
plurality of magnetic clock patterns or other patterns such as a plurality of patterns for servo serving identically 
thereto, a reduction effect of errors of phase comparison is obtained to more degree. 

Further, while, in the above-described embodiment, clock pattern 2 on the magnetic disc 1 is a linear pat- 
tern radially formed from the disc rotation center, clock patterns may be formed as shown in Fig. 20 in an arc- 
uated form to traverse concentrical or helical tracks. In this case, magnetic head 10 is adapted so that it is 
rotated by rotary actuator so as to scan arcuated clock patterns 2 traversing the tracks. 

In the case where the head movement mechanism of the magnetic disc apparatus is rotary actuator 131 
having one center of rotation, movement locus of the magnetic head 1 0 is gently arcuate. However, by forming 
clock patterns 2 in the same arcuate form as that of the head movement locus, azimuth angle with respect to 
the clock pattern 2 is not varied even if magnetic head 1 0 is moved. Thus, azimuth loss can be prevented from 
occurring. 

As described above, in accordance with this invention, it is possible to realize phase comparison by a digital 
circuit. Thus, the clock reproducing circuit system can be digitally implemented except for voltage controlled 
oscillator, etc. As a result, portions required for adjustment can be reduced and the circuit can become compact 
by LSI. Further, since phase comparison is carried out by processing a digital signal sample series obtained 
after having undergone A/D conversion by using digital operation circuit, the main part of the clock reproducing 
apparatus can be digitally implemented, so the analog circuit portion can be reduced to much degree Thus 
the clock reproducing apparatus can become compact and is adjustment-free. Further, coexistence with other 
circuit blocks, e.g., equalizer, etc. is facilitated. Furthermore, since the phase comparison characteristic can 
be easily changed, it becomes easy to adjust the characteristic of the clock reproducing apparatus in accor- 
dance with the operating state of the magnetic recording reproducing apparatus. 

In addition, when attention is drawn to the configuration adapted to detect data in synchronism with data 
existing point clock signal reproduced from the system featured as the clock reproducing apparatus data re- 
producing apparatus with advantages similar to those of the clock reproducing apparatus mentioned above 
can be realized. 



Claims 



A clock reproducing apparatus adapted for reproducing a data existing point clock signal by using a re- 
production signal obtained by a magnetic head (10) from a magnetic disc (1) on which clock patterns for 
reproduction of clock are recorded in servo areas discretely provided independent of data recording, areas 
which comprises: 

voltage controlled oscillating means (17) controlled by a control voltage to thereby oscillate the 
data existing point clock signal; 

sampling means (11) for sampling the reproduction signal in synchronism with the data existing 
point clock signal; * 

phase information generating means (14) for weighting-adding a plurality of sample values before 
and after a reference sample value corresponding to a peak of a reproduced isolated waveform of the 
clock pattern from said sampling means to thereby generate phase information indicating a phase differ- 
ence between the data existing point dock signal and a reproduction signal of the clock pattern; and 

control voltage converting means (15) for converting phase information generated by said phase 
information generating means (14) to a control voltage for controlling said voltage controlled oscillating 
means (17), ** 

said voltage controlled oscillating means (17) being operative to output the data existing point clock 
signal corresponding to a control voltage obtained by said control voltage converting means (15). 

A clock reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, 

wherein a unique pattern for recognizing an approximate existing time of the clock pattern is pro- 
vided in the servo area of the magnetic disc (1 ) p 

said apparatus further comprising: 

phase synchronization loop control means (18) adapted to generate a phase comparison timing 
signal for allowing a sample value after a predetermined data existing point clock time from occurrence 
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time of a unique pattern detection signal indicating that the unique pattern has been detected. 

A clock reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein said phase information generating means 
(14) weighting-adds a plurality of sample values positioned symmetrically in point of time relative to the 
reference sample value to generate phase information. 

A clock reproducing apparatus as set forth in dairn 3, wherein said phase information generating means 
(14) switches the weighting coefficient in dependency upon whether the phase synchronization loop is 
in the synchronization capture state or in the lock state to generate the phase information. 

A dock reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 4, 

wherein said phase synchronization loop control means (18) detects whether or not the unique pat- 
tern detection signal is detected at equal clock intervals to thereby generate a state indication signal in- 
dicating whether or not the phase synchronization loop is in the lock state, and 

wherein said phase information generating means (14) comprises a digital delay line (41) with taps 
adapted to output a plurality of sample values for carrying out weighting, coefficient multiplying means 
(42) corresponding to the number of the sample values, adding means (43) for providing a sum total of 
respective outputs of said coefficient multiplying means (42), and coefficient supply means (45) for de- 
livering weighting coefficients corresponding to the state of the phase synchronization loop to the coef- 
ficient multiplying means (42) in accordance with the state indication signal from said phase synchroni- 
zation loop control means (18). 

A clock reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 5, 

wherein the weighting coefficient is represented by power of 2 in digital form, and 

wherein said coefficient multiplying means (42) carries out weighting by bit shift of the sample value 

in accordance with the coefficient represented by power of 2. 

A clock reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 6, 

wherein said magnetic disc (1) includes concentrical or helical tracks (4) where data recording 
areas and servo areas at least including a clock pattern and a unique pattern are formed one after another, 
and further includes an arcuated servo region traversing across the tracks (4), and 

wherein said magnetic head (10) is rotation ally driven by a rotary actuator so as to scan the arcu- 
ated servo area traversing the tracks. 

A data reproducing apparatus adapted to reproduce a data existing point clock signal by using a repro- 
duction signal obtained by a magnetic head (10) from a magnetic disc (1) on which clock patterns for re- 
production of clock and unique patterns for recognizing an approximate existing time of the clock pattern 
are recorded in servo areas discretely provided independent of data recording areas, thus to detect data 
in synchronism with the data existing point clock signal, which comprises: 

voltage controlled oscillating means (17) controlled by a control voltage to thereby oscillate the 
data existing point clock signal; 

reproduction information processing means (12) for weighting-adding a plurality of sample values 
before and after a reference sample value corresponding to a peak of a reproduced isolated waveform of 
the clock pattern from said sampling means (11) to thereby carry out, in a time-division manner, a phase 
information generating processing means (14) for generating phase information indicating a phase dif- 
ference between the data existing point clock signal and a reproduction signal of the clock pattern and 
an equalizing processing for equalizing a reproduced waveform of data; and 

control voltage converting means (15,16) for converting phase information generated by said re- 
production information processing means to a control voltage for controlling said voltage controlled os- 
cillating means (17); 

said voltage controlled oscillating means (17) being operative to output the data existing point clock 
signal corresponding to a control voltage obtained by said control voltage converting means (15,16). 

A data reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 8, wherein said reproduction information processing 
means (12) carries out switching between the phase information generating processing and the equalizing 
processing in accordance with a processing timing signal indicating whether the reproduction signal from 
said magnetic disc (1) is a reproduction signal with respect to the servo area where the clock pattern is 
recorded or a reproduction signal with respect to the data area where the data is recorded. 
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10. A data reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 9. which further comprises: 

phase synchronization loop control means (18) for detecting whether or not a unique pattern de- 
tection signal indicating that the unique pattern has been detected is detected at equal dock intervals to 
thereby generate a state indication signal indicating whether the phase synchronization loop is in a lock 

Si3t6, 

wherein said reproduction information processing means (12) comprises a digital delay line with 
taps for outputting a plurality of sample values for carrying out weighting or equalizing, coefficient multi- 
plying means corresponding to the number of the sample values, adding means for providing a sum total 
of respective outputs of said coefficient multiplying means, and coefficient supply means for delivering 
to said coefficient multiplying means, weighting coefficients and equalizing coefficients corresponding 
to the state of the phase synchronization loop in accordance with the state indication signal from said 
phase synchronization loop control means (18) and the processing timing signal. 

11. A data reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 10, wherein the equalizing coefficient is a coefficient 
tor carrying out equalization so as to satisfy the Nyquist first criterion. 
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